Introduced by Council Member Brown; Co-sponsored by Council Members Jones, Carter, Crescimbeni, Gaffney & Schellenberg:
RESOLUTION 2011-534
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND CIVIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF GERTRUDE HOFFMAN PEELE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Gertrude Hoffman Peele moved with her family to Jacksonville from Alabama as an infant, and graduated from Stanton High School and Lincoln Business College; and

WHEREAS, beginning at a very young age in her Sunday school, Ms. Peele devoted herself to a life of service and to the pursuit of civil rights and progress for everyone in society, particularly those from underprivileged backgrounds; and


WHEREAS, throughout her life, Gertrude Peele was especially devoted to the cause of children, and founded the Child Watch Partnership of Jacksonville to advocate for the educational, social and health care needs of children in order to ensure healthy families and productive citizens; and 


WHEREAS, in addition to founding the Child Watch Partnership, Ms. Peele was also the local President of the National Council of Negro Women, the national President of Women in Community Service, and the first African-American President of Jacksonville’s League of Women Voters; and


WHEREAS, perhaps her most tangible legacies are the Reed Educational Campus in Northwest Jacksonville, a center that works with at-risk girls aged 9 to 12 by offering them educational classes, computer training, physical fitness activities and a garden, all of which emphasize self-confidence, independence, self-improvement and responsibility, and the Center for Achievement on Beaver Street which was founded in a crime ridden area as a beacon of hope and a site for programs and resources for the surrounding community; and

WHEREAS, the City is saddened to learn of the passing of Gertrude Peele after a long life of service to her family and her community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and countless civic accomplishments of Gertrude Hoffman Peele upon the occasion of her passing, and extends its most sincere condolences to her family, friends and countless admirers.  Her example of selfless service and passionate advocacy for equal rights and progress for all will be long remembered and gratefully appreciated.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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